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Changes, changes, life is full 
of changes these days. The 
newsletter was produced in part 
prior to the shelter in place that 
prevails acrosss most of our 
country today. Consequently, 
there are many events mention 
that may or may not be occruring 
due to the Coronavirus. Please 
check before you head out to the 
events mentioned so you will not 
be dissappointed.  

Coming just around the 
corner is ‘Attractions, Parades and 
Fireworks!’ a day of Imagineers, 
Legends and artists sharing their 
experiences creating the rides and 
experiences we have come to 
enjoy and love.  The day’s events 
will include presentations from 
creative genuis Garner Holt, 
Soundsational Parade creators 
and soon to be DFC Legends 
Kevin Kidney and Jody Daily and 
Legend Extraordinaire Bob Gurr.  
Additional speakers to be 
announced soon.  Registration for 
this terrific event can be found in 
this issue as well as online.

It’s not too early to make 
your plans for joining your fellow 
DFC members at Walt Disney 
World for their 50th Anniversary 
on October 1, 2021.  Our 
president of the Aqualand 
Chapter, Fred Bogle, has provided 
the impetus for organizing a group 
presence of DFC members at this 
once in a lifetime celebration.  
Check out his article in this issue 
of additional information.

 I have organized a 
newsletter Editorial Board to take 
over the creative and 
administrative processes of 
creating the future issues which 
starting with this issue will  be 
published quarterly.

Our outgoing editor, Bob 
Welbaum, did a tremendous job of 
building on the  quality publication 
he took over many years ago, and 
continued the excellence we have 
come to expect.  Thank you, Bob 
for your hard work, commitment 
and expertise.

Thank you for your continued 
support and membership.  Please 
feel free to contact any of us 
Board members with any 
questions or concerns related to 
our events or  any club activitites.  
Hope to see you at a future event.  
Have a wonderful spring!

     - Nicolasa

The photo was taken when I was 3 years old in 1957.
My older brother Daniel and sister Margaret are 
standing with me and Roy fromthe Original Mickey
Mouse Club Show.

This is one of my favorite photos of me in Disneyland.

Dear Members,

COME “WITH US” TO CELEBRATE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
WALT DISNEY WORLD, THE WEEK OF: OCTOBER 1ST 2021

DO YOU THINK WE ARE PLANNING TOO 
EARLY FOR 2021? ABSOLUTELY NOT. Walt 
Disney World has ALREADY started taking “group 
reservations” effective January 1st 2020 and the 
DFC is on the list. For those of you that attended the 
50th Anniversary of Disneyland or ever been to a 
Disney milestone event, you know from experience 
this will be a major Disney Historical Event, a 
REALLY BIG DEAL. Getting any quality reservations 
in short time will be difficult to reach the longer you 
wait, so we need to start now. Your National DFC 
board has recognized the importance of this time 
sensitive event and has acted with a plan engaged 
with Disney Group Sales to invite all DFC members 
joining us in reservations for Group Lodging 
Discounts. This is available to all DFC chapters, 
members, families of, and friends of.

To meet certain criteria… two major 
components are in our contract. 1) We must book a 
minimum of 10 rooms; and 2) We must book a 
realistic “minimum” block of dates. To get the best 
rate, we took a span of 5 days. You must book at 
least the dates of September 29, 2021 to October 3, 
2021. Any extra connecting dates will be inclusive to 
your discount vacation stay. Keep in mind October 1, 
2021 is the actual 50th Anniversary and the pivot 
day of our stay. This date you should plan to be in 
the Magic Kingdom as many festivities will be 
announced and celebrated. 

There are many events under the radar at this 
time, which we are waiting on and will be forth-
coming as time permits. What we do know is Disney 
is planning exceptional celebratory parties in all four 
parks, with new opening attractions, rides and 

special “ticketed events”. They have already stated 
there will be EXTREME EXTRA MAGIC PARK 
HOURS. (In speculation we can only relate this to 
when Star Wars opened in Disneyland and they 
opened the park for 60 straight hours.) We have 
other “conjectured” activities of hearsay but lodging 
is our first priority.

WHAT IS THE CURRENT GAME PLAN? At 
this time we are taking names of interested 
members to receive specific planning information as 
it develops. NOTE: We are on the Disney Group 
Sales List with “resort holdings” at 1) Yacht Club 2) 
New Orleans French Quarters, 3) Pop Century 4) 
Wilderness Cabins, and 5) Polynesian Resort. Once 
we have final pricing from Disney we will be able to 
take the next step and present you final pricing. You 
will have the opportunity to get an early room 
reservation which is the most important part of your 
stay. We expect this info to be given in mid-March. 
We suggest that you go to the WDW website: 
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/ and create an 
account. Review the lodging that we have listed and 
become familiar in navigating the site.

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO? If you are 
interested in going to Disney World for the 50th 
Anniversary with the above criteria DO NOT 
HESITATE to let us know. Get an early placement 
on the list. Email our National President Nicolasa 
Nevarez at: president@disneyanafanclub.org send 
your information for reservation planning. Copy your 
email to Fred Brogle (Aqualand Chapter President) 
at: Aqualand5@msn.com to receive activity updates 
and Q&A. Once we receive final Disney information, 
you will be sent special registration instructions for 
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those that showed interest. October 1, 2021 will be a 
historic date in the “Land Of Disney”… as it is the 50th 
Anniversary of  Disney World. WDW opened October 
1, 1971 and this event will be a blockbuster celebration 
of epic proportions, one that Disney Fans should not 
miss. Your National DFC is considering the creation of 
a special event, as a group outing, to assemble and 
celebrate jointly. Disney is planning many great 
activities during this time period such as, magical 
celebrations in all four parks and “extreme” extra magic 
hours, a first time occasion. Many things still under the 
radar only can be speculated at this time but look for: 
new rides and attractions, a new Epcot Illuminations 
show, more lights and fireworks and more ticketed 
events. Many of these plans and event can be search 
for on the internet under “Disney World 50th 
Anniversary Celebration”.

At this time we are in the beginning stage to 
create a special group outing with an exclusive lodging 
rate at various Disney Resorts. This will be the main 
title on the menu and you will be able to make your 
own itinerary. We may make plans for a few special 
get-togethers, based on registration, but you can do 
your own thing but under a group rate. We need to 
register our plan under contract to Group Reservations 
to guarantee a minimum of 10 rooms in the first part of 
January 2020. Although celebrated throughout the 
year; dates of the Group Plan will be the 14 days that 
surround the Anniversary date itself making October 
1st the pivot day. It is expected to be the biggest day of 
the celebration and most important. Get you room 
reservation early and then create your schedule.

To help “Create the Magic” and plan this event 
your feedback is needed. If you are a DFC member, 
information collecting and exchange will take place 
through Fred Brogle, President of the Aqualand 
Chapter. Contact by email can be made through 
Aqualand5@msn.com. We are waiting to hear from 
you as soon as possible, our plan needs to be ready 
for submission by January 15, 2020. So do not delay. 
All responding parties will be placed in a special group 
email and posted with information as it becomes 
available. At that time when our survey is complete the 
project will continue with the DFC events coordinator

Mickey Goes To Hollywood
By Thomas Price

It is hard to imagine the word Disney, 
synonymous with family entertainment, passionate 
creativity, and bold ideas, without the character, 
persona and ambassador Mickey Mouse. Walt 
Disney once said “Mickey Mouse is, to me, a symbol 
of independence. . .[h]e provided the means for 
expanding our organization to its present dimensions 
and for extending the medium of cartoon animation 
toward new entertainment levels.”  From his creation 
to the present, Mickey has remained iconic and 
evolving, both comforting and provocative. This 
clever, mischievous and immensely likeable mouse 
was very special and personal to Walt who 
conceived him in 1928 during a train ride from New 
York to Los Angeles, after losing his first creation, 
Oswald the Lucky Rabbit, to a distributer. Following 
his sensational debut that year in Plane Crazy, 
Galloping Gaucho and the synchronized sound short 
Steamboat Willie, Mickey Mouse became an 
international star loved by people young and old, 
ordinary and quite famous. Moreover, Mickey 
remains now, ninety-plus years on, a star amongst 
stars. As we are presently in the time of year known 
as the “awards season,” where the red carpet rules, it 
is the perfect opportunity to reflect upon Mickey’s 
status as one of the most enduring and revered of 
the true movie stars.

To truly appreciate Mickey’s meteoric rise and 
sustained popularity, the early years of his career 
bear consideration. During the “golden age” of 
Hollywood, the 1920’s through early 1940’s, Walt 
Disney not only drew and voiced Mickey, but 
recognized his potential as ambassador, brand, and, 
arguably, alter (or twin) ego. Mickey’s cartoons were 
featured alongside some of the most memorable 
films of the era, making him, by association and on 
his own, a genuine movie star. He “hobnobbed” with 
cinema legends of the day, including on screen with 
Charlie Chaplin, Laurel and Hardy and Greta Garbo, 
and off-screen with stars including the notoriously  
prickly Barrymores. During this time, Walt and 
Mickey moved from outliers to prominent Hollywood 

genius behind Mickey’s growing prominence.  
Mickey’s Disney character costars include Minnie 
Mouse, Pluto and Clarabelle Cow, who appear 
alongside real-life stars of the day such as Eddie 
Cantor and Joan Crawford.  This film was done in 
color and led Walt to propose, to the Academy, a 
yearly cartoon series “Mickey Mouse Follies,” which 
would highlight new stars, the industry and events. 
While this idea didn’t come to fruition, Disney artist 
Joe Grant continued to do caricatures of Hollywood 
celebrities for other Disney shorts, that were to make 
the actors recognizable by their visages and 
personalities. These caricatures were later featured 
in the films Mickey’s Gala Premiere (1933) and 
Mickey’s Polo Team (1936), both of which confirm 
just how famous Mickey was with the movie-going 
public, as well as amongst Hollywood’s elite. 

In Mickey’s Gala Premiere, stars including 
Laurel and Hardy, the Marx Brothers, Maurice 
Chevalier, Jimmy Durante, Charlie Chaplin and Mae 
West all appear at Grauman’s Chinese Theater to 
honor and celebrate Mickey. As star Mickey arrives 
in a large limousine, last to the premiere, with Minnie, 
Pluto, Horace Horsecollar and Clarabelle Cow, the 
stars and crowd of onlookers cheer loudly for him. 
After entering the theater, a cartoon-within-the-
cartoon, called Galloping Romance, is played and 
the stars howl with laughter as on-screen Mickey 
rushes to save Minnie from his nemesis Peg-Leg 
Pete. Romance ends with Minnie saying “My Hero!” 
to Mickey, whereupon the stars shake hands with the 
“mouse-of-the-hour,” and Greta Garbo bestows a 
congratulatory kiss.  However, in a comic twist, 
Mickey then wakes up to Pluto licking his face and 
not Garbo’s affections. This film reveals Mickey as a 
distinct, albeit animated, celebrity within Hollywood 
and the film industry, as well as his extraordinary 
prominence and significant standing.  The denizens 
of Hollywood – as well as the ordinary movie-goer - 
adored him and held him in affectionate and elevated 
esteem. 

In the 1930’s, the sport of polo was a favorite 
pursuit of stars and they were serious about the 
game. Walt was one of these and the Disney studios 
fielded a polo team. Thus, starring Mickey in a polo-
themed short was not just a reflection of the movie 
community’s hobby, but a comment on Mickey’s 
placement within it.  In Mickey’s Polo Team, he 

citizens, both individually and collaboratively. Indeed, 
Mickey was not just a cartoon character dreamed up 
by Walt, but a true celebrity of Hollywood, achieving 
great acclaim then and remaining a global star today. 

Long before Mickey’s creation, Walt Disney was 
an avid movie fan. When Walt was eleven, his family 
moved to Kansas City where he frequented movie 
theaters, learning about the craft of storytelling on 
film.  Walt was especially an admirer of Charlie 
Chaplin and often did imitations of him. Later, he 
would incorporate Chaplin’s slapstick humor 
intoMickey’s physical antics. During the summer of 
1923, Walt moved to Hollywood, the epicenter of the 
growing film industry, where stars such as Mary 
Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks reigned supreme. 
Walt would often get a guest pass to visit the studios 
then, apparently, “forget” to leave. He loved watching 
film-making. This passion turned to progress as he 
became not just a movie maker but a well-regarded 
innovator and peer of the burgeoning cinema scene.
 

Following Mickey’s debut in 1928, and, as his 
visibility and popularity grew, many Hollywood stars 
fell in love with the character, including Pickford and 
Fairbanks.  Even in his early years, Mickey was a 
celebrity among celebrities and provided endless 
laughter for the Depression era audiences. The first 
few Mickey cartoon shorts were distributed through 
Columbia.

Pictures, but later Walt switched distribution to 
United Artists which was a step up in the movie 
world. In 1930, Pickford said her own favorite movie 
star was none other than Mickey and Fairbanks 
included the famous mouse in one of his movie 
scenes. Mickey’s star was on the rise along with 
Walt’s. In 1932, Walt received an honorary Academy 
Award for creating Mickey and as their mutual 
reputations grew, Walt decided to boost Mickey’s 
status even further by promoting him through the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

An early and rare short, Parade of the Award 
Nominees (1932), in which Mickey, dressed as a 
drum major, leads a large crowd of celebrities toward 
the Academy Awards ceremony, demonstrates this. 
This piece was made especially for the Academy 
Awards banquet as both entertainment and 
showcase for the popular mouse and the Disney 
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March 6, 2020 MountainEars Chapter (WA)
Movie Preiemr of “Onward”

March 11, 2020 Pixar Trivia at Populux Brewing, Seattle, Check Eamil for Time
March 13, 2020 Monthly Meeting at 422 South 3rd St,. Renton, WA at 6:30p.m.
March 20, 2020 Land of Mickey Chapter (IL)

Chapter Meeting, T-Wood Bar and Grill, 1051 Wood Dale Rd., Wooddale, IL at 7 p.m.
March 27, 2020 Movie Premier of MULAN

TBA Knott’s Berry Farm Boysenberry Festival Meet-Up (Not an official chapter event)
Knott’s Berry Farm, Buena Park
Admission to Knott’s Berry Farm required to participate

APRIL

April 4, 2020 The Studio Chapter of Los Angeles
Inside the Walt Disney Archives: 50 Years or Preserving the Magic
Browner Museum, 2002 North Main Street, Santa Ana 10:00 a.m.
Museum Tickets: $25 Adult, $22 Senior - Lunch - TBD

April 11, 2020 MountainEars Chapter
Monthly Meeting, see address above

April 17, 2020 Land of Mickey Chapter
Annual Meeting

MAY

May 1, 2020 MountianEars Chapter
Movie Premier of BLACK WIDOW

May 9, 2020 Monthly Meeting, see address above
May 15, 2020 Land of Mickey Chapter

Monthly Meeting, see address above
May 30,2020 The Studio Chapter in Los Angeles

Luau And Movie - On An Island With You (1948)
Home of Studio Chapter President, Ron King, 13912 Summer Ave, Norwalk, CA 90650
Film will be preceded by a presntaion by the Film Historian, Annick Downhower
Dinner created by L&L Hawaiin Barbecue - Price per person - TBD 

leads his own crew which includes Donald, “The 
Goof” and the Big Bad Wolf. The opposing movie-
star comprised team includes Charlie Chaplin, Laurel 
and Hardy and Harpo Marx, all household names 
and faces of the time. In the stands are instantly
recognizable cheering celebrities, including Clark 
Gable (wiggling his famous ears), Shirley Temple, 
W.C. Fields and, in an ironic twist, the three little 
pigs. The short is a genius bit of 
animation and even social commentary, matching the 
Disney characters evenly against their real-life 
counterparts, but also employing immediately 
recognizable mannerisms to both the human stars – 
like Hardy fiddling with his tie – and the drawn ones – 
the Big Bad Wolf blowing the polo ball. Even the 
horses the team members ride are matched to their 
personalities and builds, except for Harpo who is 
astride an ostrich. It is interesting to note that Donald 
Duck, who appears as a supporting and 
characteristically angry player here, was 
experiencing his own rise in popularity that nearly 
eclipsed Mickey’s. Nonetheless, the Mickey Mouse 
short films remained an integral part of 1930’s 
Hollywood culture as Mickey boosted morale and 
hope in the Great Depression while advancing the 
medium of animation. 

In fact, Walt had longed to create Mickey 
cartoons in color after the showing of the Parade of 
the Award Nominees, yet Walt’s brother Roy balked 
at the idea because of the costs. In 1935, Mickey 
made his color debut in the still famous short The 
Band Concert, which was warmly embraced by 
audiences and critics. From that moment on, Mickey 
Mouse continued to provide laughter and happiness 
in color films, as Hollywood advanced with the times 
and technology.

Just how famous was Mickey in this golden age 
of Hollywood and why does he continue to be a star 
amongst stars? Mickey scholars have noted that 
Mickey embodied the spirit of the nation at the time 
he was born. He related to the common man’s 
worries and concerns, and his resilience and 
resourcefulness were inspiring and uplifting.  One 
may rightly conclude that Mickey, in this period and 
from then on, took on a life of of his own above and 
beyond his connection with Walt Disney the man and 
the Walt Disney Company.  Disney’s signature 
character moved beyond being a recognizable 

animated creation and became, literally and 
figuratively, a part of our world.  It is important to  
recognize Mickey’s early years when he evolved from 
character drawn on a pad of paper into a “living” 
celebrity. His fans as well as Hollywood stars of the 
1930s celebrated Mickey as an everyman and a peer 
who represented the spirit and determination of 
America. 

Mickey Mouse was and is a citizen of Hollywood 
and a celebrity in every conceivable way. To this day, 
viewers young and old still revel in his mischievous 
personality. Further, as we all know, Walt Disney 
never stopped protecting, promoting and presenting 
his mouse, quite notably and humbly saying “I only 
hope we never lose sight of one thing, that it was all 
started by a mouse.” Indeed, it was.

Biography:

Thomas Price is a life-long Disney scholar and 
aficionado. Thomas has his B.A. in History, with 
minors in Film Studies and Museum Studies from the 
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, and a M.A. 
in Film Studies from Chapman University in Orange, 
California.  He is also an alumni of the Disney 
College Program, working at Disney’s Animal 
Kingdom Park in Orlando, Florida and Disneyland, 
“Walt’s park.”  Thomas has presented multiple 
programs at pop-culture cons, museums and cultural 
events on Disney filmography and historiography. He 
has been a long-time volunteer and occasional writer 
for the Walt Disney Family Museum, and had the 
honor of working there with Diane Disney Miller, the 
museum founder and Walt’s daughter. It is Thomas’ 
intention to follow in the path of the many Disney 
historians before and around him.

Greetings from your new
Editor-In-Chief

Originally from Florida, now living out in 
Southern California since 2016. I have enjoy all parts 
of the Disney Company from the parks, movies, 
music to collectibles.

-Eric Yokoyama
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It was my pleasure to obtain a ticket for what 
became one of the last public events honoring 
Margaret Kerry  as a DFC Legend before she left 
Southern California for Florida with her new husband 

   - Robert.

The event was held at The Smokehouse 
Restaurant in Burbank.  Guests started  arriving after 
11am and was we were able to wind  through the 
restaurant,  check-in and proceed into  the room 
where the Silent  Auction items were displayed on 
several tables.  Many of the items Margaret
had donated herself.  At  noon approximately we 
were ushered into another room with Tinkerbell 
centerpieces and tables were set-up. 

A	member	favorite,	the	holiday	gi3	exchange	always	gets	
laughs	with	themed	Right,	Right,	Le3	stories	as	the	packages	
make	their	way	le3	and	right	around	the	circle.

Modeled	a3er	a	Disney	
holiday	pin	in	her	
collecAon,	Melody	
Danley	created	Fab	
Four	window	
centerpieces.	A	raffle	
was	held	at	each	table	
and	winners	were	
selected	to	take	them,	
as	well	as	a	few	extras	
scaDered	around	the	
room,	home.

The	“Eiffel	Tower”	boDle	with	its	steadily	
growing	collecAon	of	quarters	was	also	present	
at	the	party.	This	quarter	drive	is	part	of	our	
fundraising	for	this	year’s	selected	charity:	
Bridge	CommuniAes.	This	organizaAon	provides	
transiAonal	housing	and	other	assistance,	such	
as	life	skills	and	training,	for	homeless	families	
to	help	them	get	back	on	their	feet.	The	
quarters	collected	will	help	cover	some	the	cost	
of	the	clients’	use	of	the	laundry	faciliAes.

Nicolasa Nevarez, DFC President, did the 
opening remarks, welcoming us to this event and 
thanked us all for coming.  A few business items 
were stated along with revealing that our gift for the 
event was done by Rick Law - a gorgeous print of 
Tinkerbell herself!  The next DFC event was also 
announced for May 2 with special guest Garner Holt 
and Kevin Kidney and Jody Daily being honored with 
the DFC Legend Award..  The Show and Sale will be 
on Saturday May 3.

Lunch was then served with choices of Tri-tip, 
Chicken Piccata or Pasta Primavera.  Salad, garlic 
bread and cheesecake also accompanied the meal, 
all were delicious!

Margaret’s family and new family were 
introduced.  Linda Rolls then introduced several 
notable artists including Bob Gurr, Terri Hardin and 
Rick Law.  A message was sent from Bob Iger 
congratulating the couple and was read to the 
audience.

Land	of	Mickey’s	Holiday	
Party,	held	at	Maggiano’s	
of	Schaumburg	on	January	
6,	showcased	the	talents	of
some	of	our	members.	
Linda	Chirbas	decoupaged	
ceramic	mugs,	Ellen	Clauss
	sAtched	Mickey	ornaments
in	needlepoint,	and	Joann	
Borek	put	together	fesAve
napkins	for	our	guests.
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A Tribute to the Annies:
Animation’s Highest Awards

By Thomas Price

Amongst the many incarnations of red carpet 
pageantry, for those of us for whom animation 
remains the king of film artistry, a recent ceremony 
which recognized the best of the best in this rich and 
increasingly varied field was a splendid and 
memorable occasion. On January 25, 2020, the 
Annie Awards, held at UCLA’s Royce Hall, provided 
spectacle, entertainment and historic recognition for 
animation’s finest. The Annie Awards, presented 
annually since 1972 by the International Animated 
Film Association, or ASIFA, Hollywood chapter, 
recognizes excellence in animation, both in the film 
and television mediums. Although originally intended 
to honor lifetime or career contributions to the 
animation field, since 1992 the awards have also 
celebrated individual movies and programming. 

As ASIFA-Hollywood President and animation 
historian Jerry Beck noted in the Annie Awards 
program, the purpose of this night is to gather the 
animation community to celebrate and cheer on the 
art form. He emphasized that the men and women 
who have made this industry what it is today – 
including Walt Disney – have not only been honored 
by the Annies but continue to infuse its purpose. To 
that end, each year the Winsor McCay Lifetime 
Achievement Award – named for one of the early 

pioneers of animation - honors the luminaries of the 
field. The June Foray Award, as well, referring to 
the“first lady of animation” for her voice acting and 
animation preservation efforts, is given to one who 
has made a significant and benevolent impact upon 
the art and industry. The Ub Iwerks Award, also 
given,  recognizes technical advancements which 
significantly impact the art and/or industry. It is 
important to note, however, that ASIFA is more than 
the Annies: throughout the year, its commitment to 
education, preservation and screenings has 
broadened the appreciation for animation and 
strengthened the industry. 

For decades, Disney animation has been at the 
forefront of the awarded films. This year was no 
exception. From Frozen II, nominated for Best 
Animated Feature, Outstanding Direction and Voice 
Acting, among other categories to Pixar’s Toy Story 
4’s nominations for Outstanding Editing, Music, and 
Writing, to name a few, Disney was well 
represented. In addition, Disney Television 
Animation and the Disney Channel had multiple 
nominations, from recognizing our favorite 91 year 
old star, Mickey Mouse, in children’s programming, 
to Character Animation in Disney Rapunzel’s 
Tangled Adventure, plus numerous other nods. As a 
testament to the exponentially growing animation 
field, many other studios were nominated for their 
excellent work, including Netflix, Illumination/
Universal Pictures, Blue Sky Studios, Cartoon 
Network, Amazon Studios, Nickelodeon, Warner 
Brothers, Sony Pictures, DreamWorks, Illumination, 
and LAIKA.  

As a lifelong student of animation history, it was 
an honor to attend this year’s Annie Awards. From 
hob-nobbing with veterans like Tony Bancroft, 
Disney animator on Mulan and The Lion King, to 
mingling with eager young animators, the evening 
was spectacular. Opening the ceremony with a 
tribute to the late Richard Williams, the ground-
breaking animation director on Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit, set a celebratory tone for awards that 
followed. As the awards for Animation Effects and 
Voice Acting were announced for Frozen II and both 
Mickey cartoons and the afore-mentioned Tangled 
television series received recognition, the audience 
response was universally enthusiastic and 
appreciative. Perhaps the most meaningful portion of 
the evening for Disney fans, however, was the 

honoring of Ron Clements and John Musker as well 
as Henry Selick with the Winsor McCay Award for 
heir career contributions to the art of animation.  
Clements’ and Musker’s work on Disney films 
suchas The Little Mermaid, Aladdin, Hercules, The 
Princess and the Frog, and  Moana, have not just 
creatively influenced the entire industry for the past 
30 years but inspired, revived and caused the art of 
animation to thrive. From Selick’s start as an “in-
betweener” at the Walt Disney Studios in the 1970’s 
to directing fellow Disney animator Tim Burton’s 
masterpiece The Nightmare Before Christmas, he 
has propelled stop-motion animation from an 
outlying form to mainstream masterpiece, crediting 
Lotte Reiniger and Ray Harryhausen as powerful 
influences. 

One other extraordinary Disney legend who 
attended and presented at this year’s awards 
ceremony was the lovely Margaret Kerry. This 
ageless pixie, the model for Tinkerbell and voice 
artist in the Walt Disney film Peter Pan, appeared 
with Disney voice artist Bill Farmer, who had the 
honor of announcing Margaret’s engagement and 
upcoming wedding (Note: held on February 14).  

While some critics argue that animation 
receives short shrift in the perhaps more visible 
award events, that, instead, is what make the Annie 
Awards all the more impactful. The 2020 ceremony 
was exactly this.  By focusing only upon animated 
films and programming, recognizing its artists, 
writers, producers, directors, actors, editors, 
effectors, musicians, technicians and more, it is 
celebrated and venerated, increasing its reach, 
visibility and importance. For those of us who 
already know that this genre of film-making is 
amongst the most enduring and beautiful, the Annie 
Award are an tangible recognition of all that makes 
animation great. 

Linda Rolls then announced the new board with 
congratulations to all. Roxy Darr, singer and 
songwriter, was then introduced who sang 3 songs 
from an animated series being produced about 
Tinkerbell.  Roxy said a special “Thank you” to 
Margaret for her friendship and inspiration.
A slide show,  from the wedding on February 14, and 
created by noted photographer Stephen Russo, was 
then shown to the group of Margaret and Robert’s 
happy day.  Bob Gurr, Disney and DFC Legend,   
was then introduced and said a few kind words to 
and about Margaret.

The event continued with the DFC Legacy Chair, 
Paul Schnebelen, interviewing both Margaret Kerry 
and her husband Robert.  Actually, Margaret 
conducted the interview of Robert who inspired us 
with stories of his service as a 19 year old private in 
the military using his knowledge of the German 
language to broker the surrender of 1500 German 
troops during World War II.  Other delightful stories 
from Robert were shared before Margaret allowed 
Paul to ask a few questions of one of our favorite 
people.  The room was smitten with them both and 
everyone basked in the love shared by these two 
marvelous people.
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A Tribute to the Annies:
Animation’s Highest Awards

By Thomas Price
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animation’s finest. The Annie Awards, presented 
annually since 1972 by the International Animated 
Film Association, or ASIFA, Hollywood chapter, 
recognizes excellence in animation, both in the film 
and television mediums. Although originally intended 
to honor lifetime or career contributions to the 
animation field, since 1992 the awards have also 
celebrated individual movies and programming. 

As ASIFA-Hollywood President and animation 
historian Jerry Beck noted in the Annie Awards 
program, the purpose of this night is to gather the 
animation community to celebrate and cheer on the 
art form. He emphasized that the men and women 
who have made this industry what it is today – 
including Walt Disney – have not only been honored 
by the Annies but continue to infuse its purpose. To 
that end, each year the Winsor McCay Lifetime 
Achievement Award – named for one of the early 

pioneers of animation - honors the luminaries of the 
field. The June Foray Award, as well, referring to 
the“first lady of animation” for her voice acting and 
animation preservation efforts, is given to one who 
has made a significant and benevolent impact upon 
the art and industry. The Ub Iwerks Award, also 
given,  recognizes technical advancements which 
significantly impact the art and/or industry. It is 
important to note, however, that ASIFA is more than 
the Annies: throughout the year, its commitment to 
education, preservation and screenings has 
broadened the appreciation for animation and 
strengthened the industry. 

For decades, Disney animation has been at the 
forefront of the awarded films. This year was no 
exception. From Frozen II, nominated for Best 
Animated Feature, Outstanding Direction and Voice 
Acting, among other categories to Pixar’s Toy Story 
4’s nominations for Outstanding Editing, Music, and 
Writing, to name a few, Disney was well 
represented. In addition, Disney Television 
Animation and the Disney Channel had multiple 
nominations, from recognizing our favorite 91 year 
old star, Mickey Mouse, in children’s programming, 
to Character Animation in Disney Rapunzel’s 
Tangled Adventure, plus numerous other nods. As a 
testament to the exponentially growing animation 
field, many other studios were nominated for their 
excellent work, including Netflix, Illumination/
Universal Pictures, Blue Sky Studios, Cartoon 
Network, Amazon Studios, Nickelodeon, Warner 
Brothers, Sony Pictures, DreamWorks, Illumination, 
and LAIKA.  

As a lifelong student of animation history, it was 
an honor to attend this year’s Annie Awards. From 
hob-nobbing with veterans like Tony Bancroft, 
Disney animator on Mulan and The Lion King, to 
mingling with eager young animators, the evening 
was spectacular. Opening the ceremony with a 
tribute to the late Richard Williams, the ground-
breaking animation director on Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit, set a celebratory tone for awards that 
followed. As the awards for Animation Effects and 
Voice Acting were announced for Frozen II and both 
Mickey cartoons and the afore-mentioned Tangled 
television series received recognition, the audience 
response was universally enthusiastic and 
appreciative. Perhaps the most meaningful portion of 
the evening for Disney fans, however, was the 

honoring of Ron Clements and John Musker as well 
as Henry Selick with the Winsor McCay Award for 
heir career contributions to the art of animation.  
Clements’ and Musker’s work on Disney films 
suchas The Little Mermaid, Aladdin, Hercules, The 
Princess and the Frog, and  Moana, have not just 
creatively influenced the entire industry for the past 
30 years but inspired, revived and caused the art of 
animation to thrive. From Selick’s start as an “in-
betweener” at the Walt Disney Studios in the 1970’s 
to directing fellow Disney animator Tim Burton’s 
masterpiece The Nightmare Before Christmas, he 
has propelled stop-motion animation from an 
outlying form to mainstream masterpiece, crediting 
Lotte Reiniger and Ray Harryhausen as powerful 
influences. 

One other extraordinary Disney legend who 
attended and presented at this year’s awards 
ceremony was the lovely Margaret Kerry. This 
ageless pixie, the model for Tinkerbell and voice 
artist in the Walt Disney film Peter Pan, appeared 
with Disney voice artist Bill Farmer, who had the 
honor of announcing Margaret’s engagement and 
upcoming wedding (Note: held on February 14).  

While some critics argue that animation 
receives short shrift in the perhaps more visible 
award events, that, instead, is what make the Annie 
Awards all the more impactful. The 2020 ceremony 
was exactly this.  By focusing only upon animated 
films and programming, recognizing its artists, 
writers, producers, directors, actors, editors, 
effectors, musicians, technicians and more, it is 
celebrated and venerated, increasing its reach, 
visibility and importance. For those of us who 
already know that this genre of film-making is 
amongst the most enduring and beautiful, the Annie 
Award are an tangible recognition of all that makes 
animation great. 

Linda Rolls then announced the new board with 
congratulations to all. Roxy Darr, singer and 
songwriter, was then introduced who sang 3 songs 
from an animated series being produced about 
Tinkerbell.  Roxy said a special “Thank you” to 
Margaret for her friendship and inspiration.
A slide show,  from the wedding on February 14, and 
created by noted photographer Stephen Russo, was 
then shown to the group of Margaret and Robert’s 
happy day.  Bob Gurr, Disney and DFC Legend,   
was then introduced and said a few kind words to 
and about Margaret.

The event continued with the DFC Legacy Chair, 
Paul Schnebelen, interviewing both Margaret Kerry 
and her husband Robert.  Actually, Margaret 
conducted the interview of Robert who inspired us 
with stories of his service as a 19 year old private in 
the military using his knowledge of the German 
language to broker the surrender of 1500 German 
troops during World War II.  Other delightful stories 
from Robert were shared before Margaret allowed 
Paul to ask a few questions of one of our favorite 
people.  The room was smitten with them both and 
everyone basked in the love shared by these two 
marvelous people.

10 11

* Disneyana Legend Award

* Disney Book Franchise

* More on WDW
  50th Anniversay

Preview of next Newsletter 



Creating Magical Experiance That Brings People Together To Celebrate A Passion For All things Disney Creating Magical Experiance That Brings People Together To Celebrate A Passion For All things Disney

      Hear from the people who created the magic in the Disney Parks...

      Garner Holt, creating more animatronic figures than any company in history at Disney theme parks 
throughout the world.

     Kevin Kidney and Jody Daily, our soon to be DFC Legend Award recipients.  These two artists are Disney 
Art Directors working in design, illustration, sculpture and animation as well as creating Parades and special 
high end merchandise for Disney parks around the world.
 
         Will be heald at a local Orange County hotel as we spend the day hearing presentations from the 
creators of your favorite attractions and parades that created memories for you that last a lifetime.

         We are thrilled to present a day of speakers you’ve only dreamed of seeing all in one place, up close 
and personal, without waiting two to three hours for seat in the room.  One price gets you that seat in the 
room starting with presentations at 9:00 a.m. through 3:00 p.m. The day culminates with a dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
where we will honor the creative talents of Disney Art Directors Kevin Kidney and Jody Daily with our own 
Disneyana Fan Club’s Legend Award. Additional speakers to be announced soon so keep track of other 
speakers on our Facebook and Instagram pages.

  Purchase your tickets now and your name will be entered into a very special raffle where you can win a 
unique Disney gift.
  
           Our previous event sold out and many members were disappointed.  Don’t be disappointed this time.  
JOIN us now and buy your tickets today!

We are proud to announce our next Disneyana Fan Club Legend Award recipients Kevin Kidney and 
Jody Daily.  These Disney Art Directors who work in design, Illustration, Sculpture and Animation have 
provided “art and special high end mechandise for the Disney organization”, most recently exquisite Mary 
Poppins items for Disneyland Paris.  Their Disneyland parade “Soundsational” was loved and enjoyed by 
many and recently ended a multiyear run at the park.
Their respective talents are diverse and too long to list but you can hear them up close and personal at our 
“Attractions, Parades and Fireworks” day long event on  Saturday, May 2 at the Delta by Marriott Hotel in 
Garden Grove.  Join us as we hear from them on their creation of their  inspiring and fun parade we all so 
enjoyed.

At the DFC Legends Award Dinner hear them be interviewed by our own Paul Schnebelen, Legacy 
Chair, as we learn more about their vast career with Disney.

FORM ON LAST PAGE 
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