From The President:
By Nicolasa Nevarez
Dear Members,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019-2022
PRESIDENT
Nicolasa Nevarez
president@disneyanafanclub.org
VICE PRESIDENT OF FINANCE
Louis Boish
treasurer@disneyanafanclub.org
VICE PRESIDENT OF MEMBERSHIP
Laurie Smith
membership@disneyanafanclub.org
VICE PRESIDENT OF CHAPTERS
Stephanie Fields
VICE PRESIDENT OF MEDIA
RELATIONS & COMMUNICATIONS
Ryan Sung
SECRETARY/COPY EDITOR
Melissa Smith
secretary@disneyanafanclub.org
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Eric Yokoyama
editor@disneyanafanclub.org
SPECIAL EVENTS CHAIR
Brian Hugo
brian@disneyanafanclub.org
WEBMASTER
Theo Fukushima
webmaster@disneyanafanclub.org
LEGACY CHAIR
Paul Schnebelen
legends@disneyanafanclub.org
CHARITIES CHAIR
Linda Rolls
charities@disneyanafanclub.org
DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
Christine Demmitt
Ted Bradpiece
Jeannie Lee
DISNEYANA STAFF WRITER
Thomas Price
Disneyland Correspondent
Gary Marlis

Dianeyana Dispatch ™ is published by the Disneyana Fan
Club, for the benefit of its members. Subscription is included
in Club membership. With the exception of copyrighted
material provided by the Walt Disney Company or any of its
divisions, copyrights for all material held by the Disneyana
Fan Club © 2017 All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in part
or in whole without written permission is prohibited. Brief
extracts may be used with due acknowledgement. The
Disneyana Fan Club is not responsible for mail not delivered
due to undisclosed changes of address. All inquiries,
comments, contributions, address changes, or requests for
back issues should be made to:

Disneyana Fan Club
P.O. Box 19212
Irvine, CA 92623-9212
www.disneyanafanclub.org

2

Time is moving forward, ﬁnally, as we approach our upcoming
event in May, 2022! I am thrilled to announce we will have our ﬁrst INPERSON event since February of 2020. May 14th and 15th we will
have a weekend of Magical Disney guests presenting on Disneyland
Attractions and on Disneyland Paris as it celebrates it’s 30th
anniversary.
The weekend of fun will commence on Saturday, May 14th with
presentations from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. We will continue with our
famous DFC Legends Dinner at 6:00 p.m. which will include a special
silent auction. This all-day event is $109 for members and $169 for
non-members. All of this will take place at the DoubleTree by Hilton
Anaheim/Orange County. Reservations for the hotel can be arranged
by calling the hotel or using the link provided in this issue.
Our Saturday event will bring you presentations from the
Legendary Bob Gurr and Garner Holt sharing their experiences about
creating the magic we all have come to love at Disneyland. Next, Terri
Hardin will share her incredible time as an Imagineer creating the
Dragon’s Lair in Disneyland Paris, in honor of the Park’s 30th
Anniversary,
We are thrilled to be able to present our Legends Awards to
three honorees. The first honoree is the talented Imagineer and Art
Director for Disneyland, Kim Irvine. Our next honoree was one of the
ﬁrst women to work for Imagineering, then known as WED Enterprises
and Kim’s mother, Leota Toombs (posthumously). Our third honoree is
puppeteer, sculptor, former Imagineer, and fan favorite Terri Hardin.
Our weekend concludes on Sunday with our Strictly Disney
Show and Sale of Collectibles. Held at the same Doubletree by Hilton
Hotel as Saturday’s event, we will have a ballroom ﬁlled with pins,
artwork, ﬁgurines, books, and more. Members will be allowed to enter
at 9:00 a.m. and the general public at 9:30 a.m. Be ready to ﬁnd the
must-have item you have been searching for these many months since
our last show/sale in February of 2020.
None of this happens without the tireless efforts of members like
yourself who have spent time planning, creating, arranging, and making
the magic happen for you. But we need your help too. We cannot do
all this on our own.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED ON SUNDAY TO HELP WITH THE
SHOW AND SALE. PLEASE CONTACT
JoAnn or Linda AT Joannk1213@yahoo.com or
Lrolls1368@aol.com to help us out for a few hours on Sunday. It’s
fun to get involved, you meet kind people and you leave feeling
good about helping your club have a successful event. Thanks.
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DISNEYANA FAN CLUB
IS BACK IN PERSON
Join us in person as we gather
together to celebrate all things Disney
after a two-year break. The weekend of
Saturday, May 14th and Sunday, May
15th, at the DoubleTree Hotel in
Anaheim/Orange County, will be the
location of the Disneyana Fan Club
Event. Get ready for the fun to start on
Saturday as we will have a morning of
presentations, followed by Sunday’s
much-anticipated return of our Strictly
Disney Co. Show and Sale. On
Saturday, we will be amazed and
enchanted by the stories of DFC and
Disney Legend, Bob Gurr as he talks
about creating early Disneyland
Attractions. This talk will likely be a
highlight of your year; such is the
excitement that Mr. Gurr’s stories often
inspire. Garner Holt, DFC Legend and
animatronic expert, will join him. Our
last speaker will be Terri Hardin, former
Imagineer, sculptor, puppeteer and
Disney fan favorite.

This day will be one you
WILL NOT want to miss!!
Register today online at our website or
use the registration form in this issue.
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GUEST SPEAKERS

Bob Gurr
Former Walt Disney Imagineer
1997 Disneyana Fan Club Legand

Iconic Imagineer and Disney
Legend, Bob Gurr, is the only
remaining orignal Imagineer
among those assigned by Walt
Disney to design Disneyland in
1954. His most famous work was
for Walt Disney’s Disneyland Park,
and its subsquent sister Parks.
Bob is said to have designed
most, if not all, of the ride vehicles
of the Disneyland attractions,
including the Autopia cars,
Haunted Mansion doom buggies,
the Disneyland Monorail, the
Submarine Voyage, and the
Matterhorn Bobsleds and many
more. Bob also developed the ﬁrst
realistic humanoid animatronic,
Mr. Lincoln for Great Moments
with Mr. Lincoln.
Bob received the prestigious
Disney Legend Award in 2004 and
his handprint s adorn the Court of
Legends at the Walt Disney
Studios in Burbank. In addition, he
has the distinct honor of having a
window on Main Street USA in
both Disneyland and The Magic
Kingdom. Apart from Disney, Bob
designed the King Kong
Encounter animatronic for
Universal Studios Hollywood, the
ﬂying UFO for the opening
ceremonies of the 1984 Olympic
Games in Los Angeles, assisted
Steven Spielberg in preproduction for the Jurassic Park TRex animatronic dinosaur, effects
for Michael Jackson’s Victory tour,
as well as countless other projects
and attractions that have
entertained us for years and will
continue to live on for generations
to come.
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GUEST SPEAKERS
Disneyana Fan Club's Disney Legend Garner Holt will
also be presenting at our special event.
Garner and his company, Garner Holt Productions, have
been involved in designing and imagineering some of the most
intricate, extremely complicated and amazing audioanimatronics that can be found in Disney Parks worldwide and
other theme parks. It's always fascinating and entertaining to
hear Garner speak about the details and engineering that go
into the magic.

Garner Holt
Founder of Garner Holt Productions

2016 Disneyana Fan Club Legend

He founded Garner Holt Productions in 1977, when he
was still in high school. Garner started the company in his
parents’ garage—with his mother acting as secretary! — and
built it to a giant production facility, studio, and mockup space
where they operate today with the help of nearly a hundred
talented employees.
In Garner's own words, here's a description of the
company that he created at the age of 17, "With a mission to
inform, educate, and entertain, I believe our work and our
creations have a lasting impact on our audience. This company
is my main focus, my pride and joy, and, if I may brag a little,
the most unique and talented group in the world. We’ve built
nearly 500 Chuck E. Cheese animatronic shows for
restaurants all over the planet. We were the ﬁrst outside
company to create an animatronic character for a classic
Disney attraction--we now have more than 400 ﬁgures in
Disney parks throughout the world. In our more than three
decades of work, we’ve built more animatronics and other
unusual and amazing creations than any organization on the
planet."

Terri Hardin
Former Walt Disney Imagineer
Terri Hardin is a remarkable and creative talent, whose
achievements have spread the gamut of possibilities. A former
Disney Imagineer, having worked on numerous attractions
throughout the Parks. She is a talented sculptor whose pieces
are sought out by her many fans. A puppeteer, pumpkin carver
and entertaining speaker who delights audiences with her wealth
of knowledge and engaging enthusiasm for her craft. We are
thrilled to be able to honor her as a Disneyana Fan Club Legend.
Creating Magical Experiences That Brings People Together To Celebrate A Passion For All things Disney
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GUEST SPEAKERS

Kim Irvine
Walt Disney Imagineer
For the last four decades, Kim Irvine, Art Director, at Walt
Disney Imagineering, has led a team in Anaheim responsible for
maintaining the look, tone, and feel fo Disney’lands, Disney’s
original park. She is also working on Disenyland projects of
adding a renewed Toon Town and greener Downtown Disney.
She guided Disneyland through the re-introduction of
Abraham Lincoln, and the arrival of “Star Wars” and Indiana Jones
properties. Later, she moved a river to accommodate Galaxy’s
Edge. Prior to the opening of Galaxy’s Edge, she refurbished the
Sleeping Beauty Castle, her sixth castle refurbishment. Known as
a prominent Imagineer for her work on the Haunted Mansion,
Pirates of the Caribbean, and the Disney apartment above
Pirates, among other work, Irvine’s talent has become legendary.
The Disneyana Fan Club is proud to have selected her as one of
our Legends for our May Event. She is the Daughter of Imagineer
Leota Toombs, best known for providing the face of Madame
Leota and Little Leota in the Haunted Mansion.

Leota Toombs
Leota Toombs Thomas passed
away on December 21, 1991
Toombs is best know for serving as the model for the
character Madame Leota in the Haunted Mansion attraction.
She was ofﬁcially named a Disney Legend for her
contributions in the categories of Attractions and
Imagineering in 2009.
She began her career at the Walt Disney Studios in
1940, when she was hired into the Ink and Paint
Department. She then transferred to the Animation
Department, where she met animator Harvey Toombs, whom
she married in 1947. She left the Company to raise their two
children: Launie and Kim, but returned to Disney in 1962.
Leota joined WED Enterprise, now known as Walt Disney
Imagineering. While there, she created and developed
designs for the 1964-1965 New York World’s Fair, played
pivotal roles in the creating of It’s a Small World, Great
Moments with Mr. Lincoln, and the Ford Magic Skyway. After
the World’s Fair ended, Leota transferred her talents to some
of the most beloved attractions at Disneyland, including
Pirates of the Caribbean and The Haunted Mansion. Her
daughter, Kim Irvine, is also an Imagineer, starting with the
company in 1970.
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Event Details
* Schedule and presenters are subject to change

Location
DoubleTree Suites By Hilton - Anaheim / Orange County
100 The City Drive S., Orange, CA 92868
-Hotel Linkhttps://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fbook%2Freservation%2Fdeeplink%2F%3Fctyhocn%3DSNACCDT%26ﬂexibleDates%3Dtrue%26numAdults%3D
1%26numChildren%3D0%26numRooms%3D1%26srpCodes%3DLDTCVL&data=04%7C01%7CVirginia.Linker%40hilton.com%7Cb52f8e3827c4420b777a08d98ea
6425f%7C660292d2cfd54a3db7a7e8f7ee458a0a%7C0%7C0%7C637697666984573625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
MzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MobYmghv24lN2J3EQlCLr6jY2OXaZBkT0wP3%2FAM10B8%3D&reserved=0

When
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Morning and Afternoon Panel Presentations
Dinner and DFC’s Disney Legend Award Ceremony
9:00 a.m. to 1:30p p.m.
Dinner 6:00 p.m.

Ticket Prices
Prices include: All Presentation and Dinner - DFC Member Price - $109 per person(DFC Members may
purchase up to 4 ticket at member price) Non Members Price - $169 per person
All Sales are ﬁnal.

DFC Member Special Perk
Register by March 30, 2022 (11.59.m. PDT) and will be entered into a special
Early-Bird drawing for a Magical Prize. The Prize will be awarded at the evening’s Legend Event.

Seating

There is no assigned seating.

Parking
Saturday Event Parking for ALL Special Event Attendees is Complimentary.
Sunday Show and Sale Parking for ALL Attendees is $5.00.

Parking Rates Restrictions
No Discounted overnight parking and no in and out of lot. Only 1 discount per vehicle.
Information will be available at the Registration/Ticket Desk.

Room Hopping Policy
The DoubleTree Suites by Hilton - Anaheim / Orange County DOES NOT allow any Room Hopping.
It is strictly prohibited. Please adhere to their hotel polices.

Event Registration
Show and Sale Exhibitor
Creating Magical Experiences That Brings People Together To Celebrate A Passion For All things Disney
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THE place to ﬁnd the best mix of Disney collectibles and products for purchase, old and new, anywhere on
the planet! And you can meet many of the authors, artists, and historians whose items are available for sale.
We will have door prizes, rafﬂes, and special guests who are part of the Disney magic!

Schedule Guess - Bob Gurr, Terri Hardin, Don Ballard - Author, Don Bossert - Author
Date & Time
Sunday, May 15, 2022. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. for Disneyana Fan Club members. General admission starts at 9:30 a.m.

Location
DoubleTree Suites By Hilton - Anaheim / Orange County
100 The City Drive S., Orange, CA 92868
(Next to The Block Of Orange and the Garden Grove Freeway (22))
Tickets
Buy your tickets at the door! Disneyana Fan Club members and Disney Cast Members: $5.00
General Admission: $8.00 (go to https://disneyanafanclub.weebly.com/coupon for a
$1 discount coupon on General Admission.)

Silent Auction
There will a silent auction beneﬁting the Disneyana Fan Club. Bidding starts at 11:00 a.m. and ends at 2:00
p.m. "Buy it Now" pricing will be available for each item starting at 11:00 am. The “Buy it Now” option is for
anyone who wishes to purchase an item “now” as long as the item does not have a bid on it. The Auction on
that item is closed and the “Buy it Now” purchaser gets the item. The “Buy it Now” option ends once there is a
bid placed on the item. You must be present at the end of the auction to win. All people purchasing a ticket to
the show/sale will be eligible to bid on the silent auction items. Auction items may be paid for by cash or credit
cards only. Items may be added/removed on day of auction.

Room Hopping
The DoubleTree Suites does not allow any Room Hopping.
It is strictly prohibited. Please adhere to this hotel policy.

Vender-Information
If you would like more information on how to sell at this or
one of ourfuture events, please contact dfcpatti@aol.com
Vendors may download a copy of the September 2021 vendor's contract and vendors may also pay for their
table space, any additional helpers and DFC membership via our online store at
http://disneyanafanclub.weebly.com/Show-Vendors
***Don't forget to send both the vendor's contract and payment receipt. Your table space purchase is NOT
complete until we have received both items and processed your table space paperwork.
Contact dfcpatti@aol.com for all information and to check for table availability.
8

Creating Magical Experiences That Brings People Together To Celebrate A Passion For All things Disney

We will be holding our ﬁrst Disneyana Fan Club's DisneyBound Contest. DisneyBound allows folks to dress
in Disney-Inspired outﬁts representing your favorite Disney character, attraction or moment! (Star Wars and
Marvel universes included) It is not as formal as Cosplay and you don't need to assemble a full costume. We
encouraging everybody to come and participate by DisneyBounding. Prizes will be awarded to the overall top
5 DisneyBounders, as determined by our judges. You may also ﬁnd yourself pictured in the Disneyana Fan
Club's Newsletter, Facebook and Instagram pages. Our judges will be making their rounds during the Show
and Sale on Sunday between 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Additional info available at the show.
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DISNEYANA FAN CLUB
P.O. BOX 19212
IRVINE, CA 92623-9121
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

